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SUBJECT: SAEETY OF UN MILITARY OBSERVERS IN LEBANON 

1 . UN SECRETARIAT (LIU) INFORMED US MARCH 9 THAT UN HAS 
DECIDED TO TAKE TWO MEASURES WHICH UN HOPES WILL BE EFEEC- 
TIVE IN ATTEMPTING TO PROTECT LIVES AND PROPERTY OE UNMO'S. 

EIRST ACTION IS TO OBTAIN ISRAELI AGREEMENT TO UN'S RE- 
SUPPLYING AND RELIEVING OP'S IN CHRISTIAN-CONTROLLED AREA 
EROM THE ISRAELI SIDE OF THE BORDER. EOR THE TIME BEING 

THIS WOULD AEEECT OP’S LAB AND HIN ONLY. SIILASVUO AND 
ERSKINE HAVE APPROACHED IDF LIAISON OFFICER ON MORNING OF 
MARCH 9. UN SECRETARIAT HAS ASKED EOR OUR HELP AS WELL AS 
THAT OE ERENCH (WHO MADE DEMARCHE MARCH 8 TO LIU) AND OF 
IRISH, TO SUPPORT UN'S REQUEST TO IDE. WE REPLIED THAT WE 
WOULD CONVEY REQUEST IMMEDIATELY TO STATE DEPARTMENT. 
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2. SECOND ACTION IS FOR SIILASVUO TO RELEASE TO PRESS 
BRIEF, FACTUAL ACCOUNTS OF RECENT INCIDENTS. TWO RET .EASES 
HAVE BEEN PREPARED BY SIILASVUO. UN HAS REVISED AND IS IN- 
EORMING GOI IN ADVANCE OE RELEASES. UN INTENDS TO EXPLAIN 
TO ISRAELIS THAT UNTIL NOW PUBLICITY HAS BEEN AVOIDED WITH 
HOPE THAT SITUATION WOULD IMPROVE; PRESSURE IS STRONGER 
NOW SINCE AN UNMO HAS BEEN WOUNDED. UN DESIRES TO PREVENT 
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RECURRENCE OE SUCH INCIDENT. 

3. FIRST RELEASE AS REVISED BY UN HEADQUARTERS READS 
APPROXIMATELY AS FOLLOWS: 

QTE: ON MARCH 7 DURING THE RELIEF OPERATION TO OP KHIAM LO- 
CATED IN THE SOUTHERN LEBANON VILLAGE OF EL KHIAM, UN OB- 
SERVERS BECAME POSITIONED IN THE MIDST OE EIREEIGHTING BE- 
TWEEN THE DEFACTO FORCES IN THE CHRISTIAN-CONTROLLED AREA 
TELL CHERICK AND THE PALESTINIAN/LEFTIST FORCES LOCATED 
IN THE VILLAGE EL BALELL (SP?). ONE UN OBSERVER SUFEERED 
A BROKEN ARM AND SHRAPNEL WOUND EROM MORTAR ROUNDS EIRED 
EROM POSITIONS IN THE CHRISTIAN-CONTROLLED AREA. ADDI- 
TIONALLY, TWO CLEARLY IDENTIEIED UN VEHICLES WERE COM- 
PLETELY DESTROYED BY TANK AND MORTAR EIRE EROM THE CHRIS- 
TIAN-CONTROLLED AREA. THE OBSERVER WAS TAKEN BY A UN AMBU- 
LANCE TO A BEIRUT HOSPITAL. THE RELIEF OPERATION WAS A 
NORMALLY SCHEDULED RELIEE OE AN OP AT A TIME AND OVER 
ROUTES KNOWN TO BOTH SIDES. ADDITIONALLY RELIEF OPERATION 
TO THE OP HIN WAS STOPPED ON THE SAME DAY BY SOLDIERS IN 
THE CHRISTIAN-CONTROLLED VILLAGE RMAICH. AETER ESCORTING 
THE OBSERVERS AND VEHICLES TO THE OP THESE SOLDIERS STOLE 
THE VEHICLE, UN EQUIPMENT AND PERSONAL BELONGINGS OE THE 
OBSERVERS. LATER THE VEHICLE WAS RETURNED BY OTHER SOL- 
DIERS FROM THE CHRISTIAN-CONTROLLED AREA BUT WITHOUT THE 
PERSONAL BELONGINGS OE THE OBSERVERS. END QUOTE. 
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4. UN PLANS TO RELEASE THE ABOVE PROMPTLY. THE SECOND 
RELEASE DEALING WITH AN INCIDENT ON MARCH 9 AT OP HIN 
WHERE ARMED MEN WEARING IDE UNIEORMS STOLE A UN VEHICLE, 

UN PROPERTY AND PERSONAL BELONGINGS HAS BEEN DRAETED AND 
IS UNDERGOING REVISION NOW AT UN HEADQUARTERS. THIS RE- 
LEASE WILL PRESUMABLY EOLLOW THE EIRST ONE BY A COUPLE OE 
DAYS. 

5. COMMENT: ON REQUEST EOR OUR SUPPORT IN REQUEST TO 
GOI ON PERMITTING RELIEF THROUGH ISRAELI TERRITORY, WE RE- 
SPONSED IN NONCOMMITAL WAY NOTING ONLY THAT REQUEST WOULD 
BE RELAYED TO THE DEPARTMENT. OFE HAND IT SEEMS TO US 

THAT WHILE RELIEF OPERATIONS MIGHT BE MORE SAFELY CON- 
DUCTED ON ISRAELI SIDE, HIJACKING VEHICLES AND UN EQUIP- 
MENT HAS BECOME SO PREVALENT AND PROFITABLE THAT THERE IS 
RISK OF THE STEALING OCCURRING ANYWAY AND THUS TRANS- 
FERRING THESE INCIDENTS TO ISRAELI SOIL. MOREOVER ISRAELI 
KNOWN LACK OF ENTHUSIASM FOR UNTSO OPERATIONS SHOULD ALSO 
BE CONSIDERED. YOUNG 
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